
Exploring CHILD Study Data in CHILDdb

First, select one of the ‘Browse 
CHILDdb’ options to navigate 

to the Database page 



The Database page is made up of four sections: Variable Filters (sidebar), Search (top-middle), the Concept 
Proposal Menu (top-right; used for building data requests), and the Variables Table.

Using the Database Page: Overview



The Variable Filters menu allows you to display variables according to selected Cohorts, Types, Visits, and Categories. 
The numbers in the white boxes beside the Type, Visit, and Category filters indicate the number of variables in the database 
for each option, while those beside the Cohort filters indicate the number of eligible participants in the cohort.

Results will appear automatically once a Type, Visit, or Category has been selected, or a search term is submitted. Here, the 
Questionnaire Type has been selected (the General cohort is selected by default). The red circular button at the top-right of 
the menu will revert the Variable Filter settings back to the default.

Using the Database Page: Variable Filters



Category filters (middle-left) will appear once a Visit filter has been selected, after clicking the 'Load All Categories' button (see 
previous picture), or after submitting a search query. In this example, the Child Health Questionnaire has been selected from 
the 1 Year Visit and General Cohort.

The Cohort column is not displayed by default (unless multiple cohorts are being queried), but can be displayed, along with 
additional columns, using the Columns button above the table.

Using the Database Page: Variable Filters



The Search section allows you to search for variables in the database using keywords or phrases. Returned results will be 
highlighted by default with any words that match your search. Along with the Variable Description, you can also search 
Category, CHILDdb ID, or External Xref (external resource cross-references, such as Health Diary codes or CANUE IDs).

You can also download a CSV file of your search results using the Download Search Results button.

Using the Database Page: Search



Search behaviour can be adjusted using the Search Options menu. By turning off Strict Search, the database will be queried 
for terms similiar to your search, not just the literal term. It can be especially useful when submitting long queries, or queries 
with multiple keywords. In this example, the same search term as before ('allergy') returned 3045 results compared to 1167 
with Strict Search on because other terms like 'allergen' were hit.

You can also use the Search Options menu to toggle Search Suggestions and Text Highlighting, or choose to focus on or 
exclude Variable Headers (headers explained on next slide). The red circular button at the top-right of the menu will revert 
your search settings back to the default.

Using the Database Page: Search



The Variables Table displays all variables (and associated metadata) that match your search query and selected variable filters. It also contains functionality for adding 
variables to data requests and viewing response distributions. Below are explanations for some of the key concepts and features of the Variables Table:
(1) The checkboxes in the left-most column are used to select individual variables or entire variable groups. Selected variables can be saved to a Concept Proposal as 
part of a data request.
(2) Variables can also be organized into Variable Groups that contain multiple variables. By clicking on the black '+' button under the header, you can expand the group 
to view all contained variables, as shown here in the black box.
(3) You can view the distribution of responses for a variable by clicking on the button in the Response Distribution column. This will bring up a window that shows a 
bar chart or continuous plot depending on the data type.
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Using the Database Page: Variables Table




